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were already in Vignolo's possession together with one
hamlet in Rhodes, which he held by special permission of
Andronikos II. The Genoese pirate insisted on retain-
ing this grant and asked for another village probably to
be used for refuge in case of emergency. Villaret acceded
to all these terms and afterwards seems to have sailed to
Western Europe to negotiate the project for crusade with
the Papacy at Avignon.1
On 23 June. 1306, a small fleet of two galleys and four
smaller craft sailed from Limassol carrying thirty-five
knights, six native horsemen and a detachment of five hun-
dred foot. These were joined by two more Genoese
galleys off the west coast of Cyprus near the cape of St.
Piphani. The fleet then went to the small island of
Castellorizzo2 near the shores of Asia' Minor, while
Vignolo himself paid a flying visit to Rhodes to test the
disposition of its inhabitants. Vignolo and the army
of the Hospital were re-united at the island of Guilla
and finally landed near the city of Rhodes, only to find
its inhabitants stubbornly determined to resist them.
On 20 September, the knights surprised and seized the fort
of Pheraclos or Faraclo on the east coast of the island facing
Anatolia; and on the 2^th they tried to enter the fort of
Rhodes itself, but in vain. On 11 November, the castle of
Filermo * succumbed, not to their arms but to betrayal
from within. This castle lay to the west of the city of
Rhodes and proved invulnerable, until the gates were
opened to the enemy by treacherous hands. Advance
beyond Filermo, however, by direct assault on the walls
was regarded as hopeless. It was therefore decided to
lay siege to the town and starve it into surrender. The
beleaguered citizens appear to have been amply provisioned
for the occasion and their supplies must have constantly
1 ib., 276, 279, 280.   Delaville Le Roulx fixes the date of Villaret's return
from the West as 13 ro; but he continually refers to him as if he were present
in the Rhodian expedition.    If we believe him as to that date, it must be
assumed that the actual siege and capture of the island took place during the
Grand Master's absence in the West.
2 Kastellorizo, Castellorizzo, Castel Rosso, Castellorosso, Chastelroux, or
Chateau Rouge, known in the Arabic sources as Qashtrl al-Ruj.
8 Amadi, 257-8,